Townsend, Montana
March 17. 2008

Blizzard '49'

Nebraska Life Magazine
P.0. Box 819

Norfolk, Nebraska 68702

Dear Folks,

We enjoy the Nebraska Life Magazine subscription from our daughter as a Christmas Gift in '07'
'Wanted' Blizzard Memories of 1948-49 recently caught our attention. Charlie has always had
vivid memories and stories to tell of the '49’ Blizzard. Finally in December of 1999 he wrote them
down for his family to remember and a glimpse of the hardships they endured.

We are sending you a copy of his '49' Blizzard experiences as he lived and remembered them.
You may choose the parts you would like for your January/Feburary 2009 issue of your
magazine.

We look forward to other folks sharing their memories of '49' Thank You.

Sincerely - .

Charkee + Hoilorew

Charlie & Wilma Younkin




Capt. Wayne Deaver reporhd nt

“ ‘noon today that 1t ‘was impossible
 to land the ski-equipped phne at
" the Snow ranch because - of
¢ groung blizzard in progress there.
© Another attempt wlll b ‘mad

B momw.
"1 A report was recelved from' the‘-

. Snow ranch that hay stacks had
.~ been -checked ‘in the area’ where
; Claude Hannibal became lost Sun-
"1 day but with no traqe f-hlm :
' |. found,

; zard whlch started Sunday: Ve

| blocked by the fier ce. . 48- hour nz‘&omeles

the teeord-breaking blizzard and snowdfall of the last 3 urs
bles ‘also.. In ‘the. New: England states rivers overflowed theu.' by

{(AP Wirephoto). «+ ...." " "“"he only way we can  get

Some livestock losses - have: been
‘| discovered, andorancherg e:(pect ‘to
‘Iind . more - dead. . cattle * -beneath:
| drifts; horseback" seatches are’ be+
ing started from all'ranche

/4 Claude Hannibal, 1 manager of the.
| J{ Nebraska Hydro Gas company}-b
i | camie lost in the storm late:Sunda
if {night 25 milés south-of All

i

ranch when'thei
stuck on the Glen
vranch

ing a gas delivery to-the’ John Reeﬂ

i

“,Ray Varley, a: cowhand on:
Snow ranch, found:Smith" Tuesday
;about two and one’ halt mlles from:

:Smxth to safety-on’ ‘horseback.
Smith had spent approximately 36

around to the buildings is by dig-

© A search”was™ made’ by ~Var< ging trenches,” Mrs. Murphy said
ley and Glen Younkin for Hannibal .this_morning, *One man is going
after Smith was brought in Tuesday. | out “on horseback this morning to

Early thig morning a concerted|see if he can find cattle that were
search was’ besun\ for ‘Hannibal, A|gut in the hills. We don’t know yet
halfitrack " bégan. ' to . work ' north | whether any of them are dead.!

struck wi
afternoon <and cut off ‘all travel.
Families were
to signal to cijcling planes if they
were in desperate circumstances. !

great velocxty Sunday

sked over the radio-

Hundreds' of motorists were ma-

rooned in small. villages where sup-
| plies’ were 'short’and sleeping space”

ard Smith,’ an employe, were ‘mak:

‘hours in the cab of the:truck; A
‘cording to’ a'telephone report’
‘the Snow ranch this’ morn
suffered no severe‘ inJury

centered”’.

courage his employer from making

, the search, When he did not return‘

in a reasonable length of time,
Srnith left the truck and attempted

hairhih and he had na syceess.

{1 guardsme;

Smith sa:d' that he'tried to dis- -

to find him, The blizzard was at its,

from: the - Snow - ranch and one of
Dodd-DeBolt's: biggest Diesel trac-
tractors set ‘out from- Alhance
southward toward the ranch. :

“+'There: are” many hay’ stacks’ in
the : vicmity ‘of: the - parked ‘truck,
ahd’ it was believed possible  that

‘the missing ran’could: have found

shelter’in” one of them i
National: Guzrd Alding

Capt. Wayne  Deaver, command-
‘ing oﬁicel{ of‘¢the » local national
guard “unit,} Co. L, 134th 'Infantry,

organized a’ rescue party ‘this morn-
ing to: search for 'Hannibal. .
Capt.'Deaver-said-that state high-
way crews were attempting to open:
the road to the air base. From there
a" ski-equipped - plane ' would be

| flown ‘to the Snow’ ranch which .is
25 miles” south of- Alliance.’

'If a landing place could bé found,:
it - was plznned to deliver 15 or 20
by ‘shuttle flights, -to

the ranch to conduct a gearch,
Arc e
A glimpse of conditions in the cat-

tle hills was given by telephone re- '

ports received ‘from ranches this

_, morning by the Times-Herald,

On the Charles E.-Murphy ranch

| south of Alliance 400 cattle being
* kept close to the buildings weather-

ed the storm in good condition, Oth-
er cattle, scattered'by the storm,
were being checked on today.

St

| mostly oil, when the" storm started

28 Stuck In Dﬂﬂ

A housekeeper at the Maurice
|Peterson ranch southeast of - Alli-,
Fance said there are drifts up to the
edves of the house,

‘The men on the Peterson ranches
are also out on horseback looking:
for scattered. cattle. Twenty-eight

| head of cattle were found stuck in-
“la single drift,” some of them with’

only their tails, or the tips of their:

‘since: Monday +night,

limited,” Supplies were being drop-
ped from army; planes today in sev- |
eral localities, -

~The Burlington . |tarted Denver-

to-Chxcago trains from ‘Denver last

night and incoming-trains were ex-

‘pected early this morni thec‘l
énd™

ears showing; these were dug’ out’
without loss. No dead cattle had
been found.

cated five miles south of the Snow
ranch, reported that he had’ found
12 of his cattle dead under a drift..

Similar ‘conditions’ prevaﬂed on
other ranches” and farms. ' =
At Rapid City, S.D. the. airbase .
was still cut off early today; sup~
plies  of food and fuel were di-;
mmishmg A thousand familiés res;-
siding at the base were low oh fuel,;.

to abate,
' Eighteen Trains Stalled
Eighteen Union: Pacifie train‘s
were tied up between Cheyenne
and Sidney and relief trains were.
started out this morning. Several
Pacitic . coast streamliners were
held in the yards at Kimball. -
Relief planes from army bases:
started out this morning to look for-
emergency cases in the Rocky

Mountain area, where the storm*

Troms

John Reed, whose ranch il lo- .

Box Butte county:began to"dig' its

“Buses Stop

“Tuesday ght Allianoe and

worét bliz-

more” than 72 lriches, “brought 15-

6 nnd isolated

i foot dnfts to city streets, paralyzed
', all_commercid mtlvi
‘the community.

Highway 7'éand " ralltoad tramc
stalled laté-Synday ‘night shortly
after 'the howling. norther struck

‘the tertitory’ with a wintry blast

and rapxdly drifting snow.:

. Troops ™~ Stnnded
Tram No, 43 ‘due in- Allia,noe at
7 a. m. Monday Was stalled at A
selmo - and ‘later  was- taken into
Seneca. A ‘second. section of West-
bound 41, carrying a load of troops

headed 'for the west coast, was al-
wandsy haldcat QRonsen
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braska in a bhzzard zrlp rro g
day night until lltlf;{:‘ eudg

rands-of merey,’
Art “Johnson: ot

Ona was’ Francei “Schmitz, 28, of
i Hemingford.’ Sunday night Schmltz
and a’ companion named-Ball were
caught by the blizzard 'and-man«
aged to get to the William'Enyeart
home - five miles west “and’ three

% Atking of

fand 16 junct

¥ Dunlap store .Suriday night when
Ithe blizzard #irst’ started and con-
‘| inued on to Alliance. They were

miles’ north of Hemingford. ‘When| .
the  two arrived “at the - ranch
Schmitz’s hands' were badly frost-
bitten. R

A telephone” ‘eall” was mado to
Hemingford for medical’ help but
an aitempt to break through coun<
iy roads way  unsuccessful even

i niiot o dpnrtar and drader ware

, enﬁngferd

flew: t&"the.
ettirned. " He
-and Emersan

wals, AVA__Wne ot
308 of Foreign Wars took'liim
ho spital. ;-
- fday physiclans said Schmitx
will probably not lose his hands.
‘Anocther emergéency ~call game
Thursday from: the ranch of Mrs,

e

t<| airport, Mrs,- Clingenpeel had been
7| on-horseback seeking strayed cat-
z! tle when the ‘horsé fell, fracturing
4 her leg. Clyde Trenkle and his Wife
“the womnn to. the !

tried to carry
ranch hotse but couldn’t, They then

54 got her on the horse and took her
‘to the house,

An. emergency splint - was ap-
pled and Jolinson landed in a near-

¢ by fiéld. Within two hours after the

accident, Mris. Clingenpeel was 'at
St JOSep |,hospltal and was safe.

o! mef

_t planes
m the serlous ein

ance,»itatb brand in-
spector, His. fon’ Hobert Uves ona
farm’ three’ miles ‘eqst’ and ‘a mile
‘south- of Bayard.  His supply 'of ip-
sulinwas’ gone and’a  plane flew

e packet contatri:
ing the: drug. '

Repor;ts of lost, persons who were
later located: filtered.in to the
Times:Herald and the Alliance po-
lice :station, local disaster head-
quarters, throughout Wednesd a- y
and Thursday,

. Linemen Fouid

Two linemén- of the -Nerthwest
Bell Telephone company, Robert.
Peltz and Steve Thotn, both of Hap-
id City, Were'.}reported safe in a
farmhouse’ betw een the Highway 87
- and the 16-mile

corner, ...
The two- linemen arrived at the

unreported ‘for three days.

Bill Sherloéck and two of hiz
young sons were caught by the
bllzzard west of Alllance Sunday

made their way luccesntully to
Cook'l ranch., .

Jim Monahan was. taking a
school teacher to her school Sun-
day night and were lost near Ashby
but made thejr way to a ranch and
were reported safe.

No - further word hu been re-
ceived from the J. + Johiison
ranch between Antioch and Lake.
‘sida where Curley Planansky and

" Late Wadnesdny night an &t

Stempl wax tunde 1o delve an mn-
ihulance .to Hemingford to bring.

back several people. Led by a jeep!

and VFW men the ambulance
could get only two .or threce miles
north on Highway 10 and had to
turn back.

However the state highway men
broke out the highway all the way
to Hemingford .Thursday and thé:
‘David Walker. ambulance madé itt

: through to Hemlngford The rescue |

‘Carl Sorensen,
an who had
 baby who
birth. This
‘ Kiester.

crew brought b
aged Hemingfor
broken his hip, an
died after prematur
was the child of W.']
*~  Baby Die
. Monday a tractor “manned by
Merle Rosénberger and: 'Hollis:
Hedgecock dragged Df
son’s car to the Kiester
miles north of Hemingfird where
the baby was born premﬁlu‘rely.
The child was broughtiback to
Heminglovd but died Mnnduy night.
Another report of a Hemingford
onsunlly concerned the!, ‘u—yem -old
son of Mr. and Mrs, Ra bh Har-
mon who live five milés’ 'south of
that village. The boy broke his arm
Sunday and help did not 284ch him
until Thursday evening. However it

. was only a ‘‘green fracture’” and

the boy g no:. suﬂeringffrom f.he

,' accident.
_Mr. and Mrg. Clarence Taylor of
Bushnell, Nebr. jtihg at th

{home of his, co B

v)in Hemingford were rescued dur-

ing the storm when a leaking gas

tank filled theé home.with fumes.

The eouple aufgered no ill effecta ‘
: Couple Ate Corn .

An unidentified couple were res-
cuéd by plane on Highway 87 south
and west of Hemingford last Wed-
nesday. They -had been m:"C
ford and were on their way’ back

field corn for two days before &
plane from Scottsbluﬂ came to, res-
cue them,

Here in Alliance jeeps fumished
by Viggo. Laursen,. local Willys'
desler, have. beén .on a 24-hour du-:
ty. basis. throughout the stor m.
They have takén fuel, groceries
and other :u‘pueg to. people in the
city who have not been.able to. get
out of their houses. .

; Brike Alr Base Road

The VFW -aléo . manned
twheel ‘truck’ dbrok
the air. base so’ghe;h
Hannibal”could : beib
Davld Wnlk' -

heavyweight ;
hero.of the

»E

Jim- Motley tbok i pack of’ groc-
erlés on his back’ and broke a path
to the house, 'He was geveral hours
making the’ two-mile ‘round trip.

The  rescus “crews -of the VFW
and Netional Guard are still on
duty and under the direction of
Norman Watson and Capt.’ Wayne
Deavér, are standing by to give aid

Patricla Wightman of Alliance
have been staying since they were
caught by the storm Sunday night.
- Resoued by Cowhoys

'I"E; two were returning from
Ellsworth when the blizzard struck.
Planansky struggled through the
snow_to the Johnson place and ac-
cording to reports, ‘‘collapsed”’
i when he reached the place, Miss
Wightman was rescued from the

szahpd ear by men on horseback.

wherever it i8 needed.

g Funeral servu:es tor Claude Han-
‘nibal ofAllishce will be announced
'by the David Walker Funeral Home.
1The family 18" awaiting "the- arrival
- from » ‘other parts of

Mrs. Lena’ Ramse - is liv-
ing m'Hanmbal ‘Mo, <= y
He ‘wag! marned May 26 "1943 at

New' Orléans.:: The ‘couple; "has two
+ children, Claud.i Mane. 4 and J0s-
eph Allen, -
L, The “couple and; the httle girl
‘came “tb” Allianice two .years ago
.and; sét“up“the: Nebraska Hydro-
Gas Company "Previous -to  that
/time”they had' lived- in ‘Shreveport,
La -and“other southern points.

Mr. Hannibal “Wwas“a ‘member of
the Presbyterlan church. During the
\war hé ‘was -an” ‘employe of Pan-
\American . Airway and the Lyke
amsh,ip ‘lines, i
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